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Education

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Ph.D. in Economics Sep 2020 – Jun 2026
Thesis title: Essays in Urban and Spatial Economics

Advisors: Professor Dávid Krisztián Nagy and Professor Giacomo Ponzetto.

University of Chicago, Visiting Ph.D. Student Jan 2025 – Mar 2025
Host: Professor Esteban Rossi-Hansberg.

Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Master of Research in Economics Sep 2021 – Jul 2022
Research courses in data science and numerical methods.

Barcelona School of Economics, Master’s degree in Economics Sep 2020 – Jul 2021
PhD track in microeconomics, macroeconomics, econometrics.

University of St Andrews, BSc (Hons) Economics Sep 2016 – Jul 2020
First class, GPA 18.1/20. Deans’ List all four years.

Research Interests

Urban/Spatial Economics, Macroeconomics, Public Economics

Research

Pricing Out the Poor: Income Segregation and Housing Supply Regulation (Job Market Paper)
Abstract: American cities have been growing more segregated by income. A leading explanation is that the
growth in income inequality has increased high-income households’ willingness to pay to cluster together.
Others have blamed it on ever more restrictive housing supply regulation. I show that these explanations are
complementary. To study the interaction of these two forces, I develop a quantitative urban model with a novel
margin of endogenous housing supply regulation. Municipalities trade off the profits from new construction
with the reduction in value of existing housing that it incurs, and I show that this generates a feedback loop
between neighbourhood income and regulation. Municipalities endogenously have stronger incentives to
tighten regulation for richer neighbourhoods, pricing out poor households and exacerbating spatial inequality.
Quantifying my model with publicly available data, I find that the rise in the college wage premium since 1980
explains 40-86% of the increase in income segregation in New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago, and that 6-29%
of this effect comes from the endogenous tightening of regulation.

The Effect of Tourism on Young Workers (with Martin Wiegand)
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Teaching

Guest lectures on urban economics and Barcelona (CEA CAPA Barcelona Center). 2024 –

Industrial Organisation I (Undergraduate). Satisfaction: 8.1/10. 2023

International Economics I (Undergraduate). Satisfaction: 8.4/10. 2023

Econometrics II (Undergraduate). Satisfaction: 8.7/10. 2022

Advanced Microeconomics II (Graduate). Satisfaction: 8.17/10. 2022

Industrial Organisation (Graduate). Satisfaction: 3.33/5. 2021

Research Assistantship

Professor Dávid Krisztián Nagy 2022, 2024

Solving quantitative spatial models on computing cluster, checking proofs, cleaning and analysing
data.

Professor Antonio Penta 2021

Checking proofs, solving microeconomic models.

Presentations

CREi International Lunch Seminar, UPF Applied Lunch Seminar, UPF Applied PhD Student and Postdoc
Workshop, BSE PhD Jamboree, UChicago Applied Macro Theory, UChicago International Trade and Spatial
Working Group.

Service

Organiser, CREi International Lunch Seminar 2024–2026

Referee, Regional Science and Urban Economics 2024–2025

Organiser, UPF Student Seminar 2023–2024

Scholarships and Awards

Spanish government doctoral scholarship (FPI) 2023–2026

Principal’s Scholarship for Academic Excellence 2020

Given to the fifty highest-performing final-year students at the University of St Andrews

William Blair Memorial Prize 2017

For most distinguished performance in first-year economics
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Other

Programming: R, Python, Julia, Stata, MATLAB, Bash
Technology: Linux, Git, GIS, Singularity, GNU Make, Slurm, SQL, LATEX
Languages: English (native), Spanish (advanced), Catalan (intermediate), German (basic)
Citizenship: US citizen, UK permanent resident

References

Prof. Dávid Krisztián Nagy (advisor)
Email: dnagy@crei.cat

Prof. Giacomo Ponzetto (advisor)
Email: gponzetto@crei.cat

Prof. Elisa Giannone
Email: egiannone@crei.cat
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